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Abstract:

The research is studying and publishing two rare wooden boxes designed for preserving
the Kaaba keys, both are made in Makkah Al-Mukarramah. One of them is dated (1146 A.H),
while the other is dated (1197 A.H). Both boxes are dated back to the Ottoman Era. This paper
shows an accurate and scientific description for each box, such as its shape, inscriptions, and
decorations, as well as analyzing these inscriptions and decorations in the light of their official
role. The research concluded that the first box, dated (1146 A.H ), dates back to the reign of
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Sultan Mahmud 1 (1143 - 1168 A.H / 1730) 1754 A.D), during the Emirate of Sharif Masoud
bin Saeed bin Zaid, Emir of Makkah Al-Mukarramah in his second period (1146 - 1165/ 1734
- 1752 AD), while the second, dated (1197 A.H) , dates back to the reign of the Sultan Abdul
Hamid | who ruled from (1187 A.H/ 1773 A.D to - 1203 A.H / 1789 A.D), during the Emirate
of Sharif Surur bin Musaed, Sharif of Mecca, who assumed the emirate (1186 - 1203 AH /1772
- 1789 AD). The study shows their manufacturing style and how they can be used, as they are
designed to keep the Kaaba keys. As far as we know, there is no wooden boxes of this type that
has been previously published or studied. Thus, we believe that these rare and important two
boxes are worth studying, thus, that shows the importance and rarity of these boxes, and that
there is no doubt that studying them in an accurately scientific way makes them a new and
important addition to wooden artifacts in general, and the Kaaba key boxes specially. But it
should be noted that although some of the keys of the Kaaba have been previously published
and studied, key boxes have never been published. Hence the rarity and importance of these
two boxes, and there is no doubt that studying them is an accurate scientific study that makes
them a new and important addition to wooden artifacts in general, and boxes for keeping the
keys of the Kaaba in particular, knowing that there are many studies and research that have
published a set of keys to the Kaaba dating back to different Islamic eras. Museums maintain a
group of them, especially the sacred secretariat hall in the Topkapi Saray Museum in Istanbul,
Turkey, but the boxes in which these keys are kept have not been previously published in
museums, but perhaps the storehouses of the Museum of the Topkapl Saray Museum in
Istanbul keep analogues of these two boxes or the stores of other museums.
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-Aba, Oktay Aslan: The Arts of Heritage and Their Buildings, translated by Ahmed Muhammad
Issa, Istanbul, 1987 AD.
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-lbrahim, Gamal Abdel Rahim: Decorative Architectural Ornaments on Cairo Buildings in the
Circassian Mamluk Era, an artistic archaeological study, Ph.D. thesis, Faculty of Archeology,
Cairo University, 1991AD.
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-lbrahim, Nassef Abdel Sayed: The Origins of Metal Formation, Akhbar Al-Youm Press, 1959
AD.
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-Oglu, Ekmeleddin lhsan: The Ottoman State, History and Civilization, translated by Saleh
Saadawi, Research for Islamic History, Arts and Culture, Istanbul, Part Two, 1999 AD.
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-Eden Helmy: The Traces of the Prophet in the Pavilion of the Holy Trusts in the Topkapi
Palace Museum in Istanbul, translated by Muhammad Swash, Dar Al-Nil, Istanbul, Turkey,
2006 AD.
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-Oglu, Abd al-Qadir Darda: The Ottoman Sultans, Arabization of Muhammad Jan, Dar Sahnoun
for Publishing and Distribution, first edition, Tunis, 1998/1999AD.
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-Amin, Mohamed Mohamed and Ibrahim, Laila Ali: A Dictionary of Architectural Terms in
Mamluk Documents, published by the American University Publishing Department, first
edition, Cairo, 1990 AD.
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-Baslameh, Hussein bin Abdullah: History of the glorified Kaaba, its architecture, cladding and
fence, Commentary by Yusuf bin Ali bin Rabi’ al-Thagafi, General Secretariat for the
Celebration of the Hundred Years of the Founding of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh,
1419 AH /1999 AD.
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-Pasha, Ahmed Taymour: The Prophetic Antiquities, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi Press, first edition,
Cairo, 1951 AD.
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-Al-Basha, Hassan: Islamic Titles in History, Documents and Archeology, Al-Faniya House for
Publishing and Distribution, 1989 AD.
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-Al-Basha, Hassan: Encyclopedia of Architecture, Archeology and Islamic Arts, Oriental
Papers for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, first edition, 1999AD, Volume 2.
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-Brahimi, winner: Metal artifacts in the museums of the Algerian West, a study of the medium
of conservation, PhD thesis, Abi Bakr Belkaid University, Tlemcen, Algeria, 2014AD.
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-Barakat, Mustafa: Ottoman titles and functions: A study in the development of titles and jobs
since the Ottoman conquest of Egypt until the abolition of the Ottoman Caliphate (through
antiquities, documents and manuscripts) 1517-1924 CE, first edition, Gharib House for Printing
and Publishing, Cairo, 2000 AD.
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-Bashary Sami Rizk and Farouk Wagdy, Mohamed Abdel-Fattah: The History of Decoration,
Al-Shorouk Press, Cairo, 1992.
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-Al-Baalbaki Ruhi: Al-Mawrid (Arabic-English dictionary), seventh edition, Dar Al-lim for
Millions, Beirut, Lebanon, 1995AD.
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-Abu Bakr, Naamat: The Art of Carpentry and Wood. Tunisia, Arab Organization for
Education, Culture and Science, Arab-Islamic Art, Part 111, 1973AD.
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-Al-Bahnsi Salah Ahmed: Keys to the Holy Kaaba, Research in Heritage Magazine, Sixth Year,
Issue (63), February 2004AD.
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-Al-Bahnasy, Afif: The Meanings of the Stars in the Arab Ragsh, "Shared Principles, Forms
and Contents", Proceedings of the International Symposium held in Istanbul, 1983 AD.
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-Al-Bahnasy, Afifi: Arabic calligraphy: its origins, its renaissance and its spread, Dar Al-Fikr,
first edition, Damascus, 1993AD.

PSR RGP b Wik P P ST A AN NS RER PRpel (NN BN | N ——

-Al-Bahnasy, Afifi: A Dictionary of Terms of Arabic Calligraphy and Calligraphers, first
edition, Library of Lebanon, Beirut, 1995AD.
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-Gad, Muhammad Tawfiq: The History of Decoration, Dar Al Maaref, Egypt, 1976 AD.
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-Garshly, Ismail Haqqi: The Supervisors and Emirs of Makkah Al-Mukarramah in the Ottoman
Era, translated from the Turkish language by Dr. Khalil Ali Murad, Arab House of
Encyclopedias, first edition, 2003 AD.
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-Al-Jubouri, Kamel Salman: Encyclopedia of Arabic Calligraphy, Thuluth Calligraphy, Al-
Hilal House and Library, first edition, 2000 AD.
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-Al-Jubouri, Yahya Waheeb: Calligraphy and Writing in Arab Civilization, Dar Al-Arab Al-
Islami, Beirut, 1946 AD.
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-Gerges Ramez Armia Gendy: An Archaeological Technical Study of Wooden Ceilings in the
Mamluk Era in Cairo through Existing Documents and Facilities, Master's Thesis, Faculty of
Archeology, Cairo University, 2003 AD.
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-Juma'a Suad Ahmed: Plant Drawings in Islamic Art, Minbar Al-Islam Magazine, No. 3,
1981AD.
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-Al-Janabi, Kazem: On the Islamic Geometric Decorations, Sumer Magazine, Volume (34),
Part One and Two, The General Organization for Antiquities and Heritage, Baghdad, 1978 AD.
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-Al-Harthy, Nasser Ali Aida: Architectural Wood Works in the Hijaz in the Ottoman Era, an
Artistic and Civilized Study, Master’s Thesis, College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Umm Al-
Qura University, Makkah, Saudi Arabia, 1986 AD.
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-Al-Harthy, Nasser bin Ali bin Aida: Antiques of pots and metal tools in the Ottoman era, an

artistic and civilized study, PhD thesis, Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia, 1989AD, Part
1.
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-Al-Harthy, Nasser Bin Ali: Crafts and Metal Tools in the Ottoman Era (Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia - Syria - Egypt - Turkey) an artistic and civilized study, Riyadh, National Festival for
Heritage and Culture 212, 1426 AH / 2005 AD, vol. 1.
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-Hamed, Muhammad Ali: The Writings of the Ottoman Religious Buildings in Istanbul "An

Artistic Archaeological Study”, Ph.D. Thesis, Faculty of Archeology, Cairo University,
1991AD.
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-Al-Hajjaj, Walid bin Saleh: The Facilitated Encyclopedia for the Head of Makkah Al-
Mukarramah, Dar Al-Sumaei for Publishing and Distribution, Saudi Arabia, 2009AD, Volume
1.
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-Hassan Zaki Muhammad: Arts of Islam, Al-Nahda Library, first edition, Cairo, 1948AD.
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-Hussein, Abu Al-Abbas Rakabi Ramadan: Architectural Metal Works in Cairo and the Regions
in the Thirteenth Century AH / Nineteenth Century AD, Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts,
Department of Islamic Antiquities, 2010 AD.
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-Hanash, Adham Muhammad: Arabic Calligraphy in the Ottoman Documents, Dar al-Manaraj,
first edition, 1998 AD.
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-Khalifa Rabie Hamed: Arts of Cairo in the Ottoman Era 923 AH /1517 AD - 1220 AH / 1805
AD, Zahraa Al Sharq Library, second edition, Cairo, 2004 AD.
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-Khalifa Rabie Hamed: Islamic Arts in the Ottoman Era, Zahraa Al Sharq Library, fourth
edition, Cairo, 2007AD.
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-Khalil, Emad Mohamed Ibrahim: Mineralogy, Printing, Faculty of Science, Zagazig

University, Cairo, 2014AD.
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-Khairy, Alaa Abdel Aziz Muhammad: Wooden Artifacts in India from the Mughal Era to the

End of the 13th Century AH /19 CE, an Artistic Archaeological Study, Master’s Thesis, Faculty
of Archeology, Cairo University, 2012 AD.
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-Daoud, Maysa Muhammad: Arabic Writings on Islamic Antiquities from the First Century to

the Late Eighteenth Century of Hijrah, The Egyptian Renaissance Library, 1991 AD.
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-Darwish, Mahmoud Ahmed Mahmoud: The buildings of the city of Rashid and their wooden

artifacts in the Ottoman era, Faculty of Archeology, Cairo University, 1989 AD.
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-El Desouky Shadia Abdel Aziz: Wood in Religious Buildings in Ottoman Cairo, Zahraa Al

Sharq Library, first edition, Cairo, 2003AD.
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-El Desouky, Shadia Abdel Aziz: Clouds and Moons, a New Vision - Origin - Idea Decoration,
Faculty of Archeology, Cairo University, Issue Ten, Cairo University Press, 2004 AD.
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-Thanoun, Youssef: Thuluth Line and Art References, International Symposium on Common
Principles, Forms and Themes in Islamic Arts, 18-22 April 1983 AD, organized by the Research
Center for Islamic History and Arts in Istanbul.
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-Rizk Assem Muhammad: A Dictionary of Terms of Architecture and Islamic Arts, Madbouly
Library, first edition, 2000 AD.
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-Zambauer: A Dictionary of Genealogy and Families in Islamic History, Dar Al-Raed Al-Arabi,
Beirut, 1951 AD.
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-Salem, Abdel Aziz Salah: Islamic Arts in the Ayyubid Era, Metal Artifacts, Al-Kitab Center
for Publishing, first edition, Cairo, 1999AD, Part 1.
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-Said, Hind Ali Ali Muhammad: Plant decorations on applied arts in Asia Minor during the
Ottoman era, Master's thesis, Faculty of Archeology, Cairo University, Volume One, 2012.
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-Suleiman, Ahmed Al-Saeed: Rooting what was mentioned in the history of Al-Jabarti from Al-

Dakhil, Dar Al-Maaref, Cairo, 1979 AD.
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-Lasif, Abdullah Muhammad: Industries in Najd and Hijaz in the Umayyad Era, Al-Dara
Magazine, Seventh Year, No. (3), Riyadh, 1402 AH.
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-Shafei, Farid: Arab Architecture in Egypt in the Era of Rulers, The Egyptian General Book
Organization, Volume One, 1994 AD.
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-Shams al-Din Sami: A Turkish Dictionary, second edition, Istanbul, Turkey, 1987 AD.
-Shams al-Din Sami: A Turkish Dictionary, Edition 1317 AH, Footprints of Si Press, Istanbul.
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-Al-Shennawy, Abdel Aziz Muhammad: The Ottoman Empire is a slandered Islamic state,
Anglo-Egyptian Library, Cairo University Press, Cairo, 1980 AD.
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-Shiha, Mustafa Abdullah: A historical and archaeological study of Islamic tombstones
preserved in the Museum of Archeology Department, Faculty of Arts, Sana’a University,
University Library for Printing, Cairo, 1984 AD.
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-Saban Suhail: An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Historical Ottoman Terms, King Fahd National
Library Publications, Riyadh 1421 AH /2000 AD
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-Saleh, Amira Mohamed Ibrahim: The Technical Values of the Metal Military Shield as an
Entrance to Experimentation in the Development of Contemporary Metalwork, Master Thesis,
Faculty of Specific Education, Cairo University, 2006 AD.
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-Saleh, Yasser Ismail Abd al-Salam: The Ottoman Woodworks in the Mosque of Moaz bin
Jabal and the House of the Writer in Taif “An Archaeological Artistic Study”, Studies in the
Antiquities of the Arab World 14, Number 15, Volume 15, 2012 AD.
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-Saleh, Yasser Ismail Abdel Salam: An artistic archaeological study of selected models of
Ottoman metal artifacts in the city of Taif. Article published in Arabian Humanities, 4 |
2015AD. https://doi.org/10.4000/cy.2825
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-Al-Safsafi Ahmed Al-Morsi: A Turkish-Arabic dictionary of Safsafi, ITRAC for printing,

publishing and distribution, revised seventh edition, Cairo, 2006 AD.
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-Soy, Ulker Ergin: The Evolution of Islamic Metal Art from the Beginning to the End of the

Seljuk Era, translated and presented by Al-Safsafi Ahmed Al-Qatouri, The National Project for
Translation, the Supreme Council of Culture, 2005AD.
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and as an input to enrich decorative designs, Master's thesis, Faculty of Art Education, Helwan
University, Cairo, 2003AD.
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-Abdel Hafez, Abdullah Attia: Islamic Archeology and Arts, Zahraa Al Sharq Library, second
edition, Cairo, 2006 AD.
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-Abdel Hafez, Abdullah Attia: Studies in Turkish Art, The Egyptian Renaissance Library, first
edition, Cairo, 2007AD.
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-Abdel Hamid, Alaa EI Din Abdel Aal: Religious and political implications of the inscriptions
executed on the keys and locks of the doors of the Kaaba in the Mamluk era, an artistic
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