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Characteristics of African art as a source of creativity in designing glass art
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Abstract:

African art is a distinct art by itself and has its own character like other arts, and it was
influenced by the pioneers of modern art such as Picasso and Braque. African arts have
combined a set of intertwined ideological, material and symbolic values using various materials
closely related to pagan rituals.

And African arts bear all the qualities and ingredients of a good artistic work of expressive,
organizational, linear, color and symbolic values, and among the characteristics of these arts
are exaggeration, deletion, flatness, abstraction and the use of symbols in abundance - as each
tribe has a special totem - and repetition had a clear impact as the African artist enjoys repeating
unity, and repeats it again After the time, creating an aesthetic formation that enriches the
surfaces, and one of the characteristics of these arts is direct expression without making an idea
or prior planning, which gives it vitality to the artwork, and all these values were performed
simply, but they reflected the units and decorative elements in the African environment, where
the belief of placing some animals In the formation, such as the crocodile, for example, a clear
effect, as well as the manifestations of the universe from the sun, moon and stars. These
characteristics included most or all of the arts, making it a sweet source that can be used in
forming or reshaping glass.

African art lacks the art of glass in terms of painting, coloring and shaping it, but in the current
era, some artists have implemented models of African art on raw glass, whether by painting on
it, by melting it, or by carving on glass and other well-known glass techniques.

And glass, with its high potential as a material, raw, and forming in multiple ways and
production methods, can play a positive role by inspiring a group of designs for artistic and
technical glass products loaded with the African cultural heritage for one piece of high value,
and this helps to open markets in this continent through artistic characteristics which these
peoples accept.
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