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Summary 

The Arab region is rich in history, where many civilizations have experienced, so the current 

architectural heritage crisis in the Middle East is a complex and deep-rooted phenomenon, that 

requires progress towards understanding it with the contribution of heritage scholars and 

architecture, etc. in order to preserve the sustainability of architectural and urban heritage in the 

areas of conflict, especially Al Quds, where the occupation relied on the change of historical 

memory and identities through material and non-material heritage. 

Architecture is the main influence, where the physical record of peoples and civilizations.  This 

research comes to propose tools and ways to raise the awareness and knowledge of the 

community and preserve the identity of the place in Al Quds, as it is the main step to preserve 

such heritage. 

Al Quds has many neglected architectural heritage monuments as well as a disregard for 

sustainable heritage development for poor resources and wars. But there is no strategic plan 

between the official institutions and the rest of society, which leads to a big gap, and the failure 

to solve the problems of society with regard to the preservation of the Old City. Therefore, a 

large part of the responsibility for this failure rests with the official institutions that are supposed 

to be the initiators, and now lead the work in the field of urban conservation, this study examines 

the role of community awareness and participation in maintaining the sustainability of the 

architectural heritage of Al Quds, in order to evaluate and propose some perceptions to increase 

their effectiveness as a factor of success. 

The study reached a number of results, the most important of which is that there is a significant 

lack of community participation in maintaining the architectural identity of heritage, which 

indicates a lack of awareness of the importance of architectural heritage, in addition to the lack 

of a strategic plan with the official institutions concerned to activate it and benefit from it. The 

study recommended the importance of community awareness of the importance of heritage, and 

the need to apply the principles of sustainability of urban heritage through the development of 

a unified strategy to activate the role of community participation. 

The research problem is how to achieve sustainability of the architectural heritage in Al Quds 

under occupation through community awareness and motivating members of the community to 

participate in the society to preserve the identity of the architectural heritage in Al Quds, 

because sustainability of the architectural heritage cannot be achieved without awareness and 

community participation, where community awareness is considered one of the most important 

pillars of the sustainability of the urban heritage in Al Quds.  

  Hence the importance and role of community awareness in the sustainability of architectural 

heritage, especially in Al Quds, and increasing the awareness of the community and their 

knowledge of the importance of urban heritage as a first step to its sustainability and increasing 

their participation in conservation processes, since no matter how much the architectural 
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heritage is restored unconsciously and community participation will be eliminated because the 

true value is the awareness of society because they are the true keepers of heritage. 

 

Challenges to the Sacred Heritage: - 

Attempts of occupation for obliterating and changing the Arab architectural identity of the 

architectural heritage of Al Quds.  

• The economic reality in Al Quds needs significant material support;  

Lack of non-governmental entities and institutions specializing in architectural heritage; 

• Failure to activate laws relating to the sustainability of architectural heritage, failure to take 

into account the cultural dimension in other laws, and weak legislation on the protection of the 

architectural identity of Al Quds; 

Lack of support and interest in awareness and educational projects on the importance of 

architectural heritage.   

• The disappearance of some traditional crafts and industries, in addition to the spread of 

cultures and misinformation among the community about the history of some buildings and 

historical streets.  

 

• poor community participation in the architectural part; 

Poor coordination between institutions concerned with architectural heritage, but the biggest 

challenge that negatively affects the architectural heritage of Al Quds is the occupation and the 

change of the demographic and geographical reality and all that relates to the memory of the 

place in Al Quds, which is of course to obliterate the monuments of Al Quds and destroy the 

architectural heritage of memory and change the names of streets and buildings, but extended 

to society by erasing its personality and obliterating all the Arab architectural heritage in Al 

Quds from the lives of future generations, with all its components to change history, land and 

identity where it aims to empty history of its architectural and heritage stock, and to Judaize 

all that is Arab : 

• Changing the names of streets, villages and houses in Al Quds to Jewish names, and registering 

them on the World Heritage List as non-Arab.  

• The occupation forged and changed inscriptions and coins in archaeological places, to 

establish a historical right for them in heritage of Al Quds; and to steal Arab stones.  

• The occupation buys the stones of the old houses of "contracts" after demolishing them in 

villages and towns or stealing stones from falling contracts, and building houses where the 

occupier lives to appear as old houses for hundreds of years. 

• Work to change the Arab heritage of Al Quds, where many archaeological sites are destroyed, 

neglected and excavations are in various places. 

• The construction of colonies on historical Al Quds, ancient archaeological hills and the 

separation wall, which in turn constitute an obstacle to the protection of architectural heritage, 

and the isolation of the city of Al Quds from its natural surroundings, and therefore their 

inability to protect their cultural heritage. 

• The occupation included heritage material for compulsory teaching in its schools, to change 

the historical and cultural face of the city.  
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The social dimension directly affects the sustainability of the architectural heritage in general 

and Al Quds in particular because most historical places enjoy a vibrant life and society is the 

main driver of its sustainability of architectural heritage.  

By discussing the role of conservation in achieving sustainability, it is noted that the process of 

preserving historic buildings is sustainable in itself and can be made more sustainable as a 

historic building during the process of preserving Noah for integrated development with the 

ocean aimed at upgrading and developing the community and the surrounding environment, 

producing a sustainable heritage urban environment.   

It is ideal for the participation of the institutions of the local community to restore the old town 

in Kafr Aqal, which was implemented by the center of the popular architecture "Gallery" as part 

of a project entitled "Lifeline" and includes the restoration of a number of old Palestinian towns 

surrounding Al Quds in an attempt to protect the dismemberment of Al Quds from its natural 

surroundings.   

Restoration of the Old City of Kafr Aqab, which contained beautiful stone houses, 

neighborhoods and additives, a building, a water eye, an old church and a mosaic, all dating 

back to the Ottoman period and about 2,000 years later. The restoration lasted for two years, 

the center "Gallery" restored half of the buildings of the Old City, the idea of the center 

"Gallery" not only to preserve the identity and architectural, cultural and cultural heritage, but 

also to restore life to these towns and turn them into a magnet for housing and work by 

encouraging individuals and institutions specifically working in the field of social, 

environmental and cultural, which do not have large budgets.  

The Gallery center is not the only one with this vision, there are other institutions working in 

the same field that have succeeded in renovating hundreds of Palestinian homes in Al Quds.  

There is a strong relationship between community institutions that aim to increase community 

awareness and the sustainability of architectural heritage as it is an interactive partnership 

relationship, and logistical technical cooperation, which is a mechanism for cooperation in the 

implementation of regulations and laws. 

Community institutions seek to enhance knowledge and increase community awareness of 

architectural heritage as it has a role in preserving the Arab architectural identity of the city. 

Especially young people, so that in the future a conscious and educated generation will be 

created to serve their society. 

As for the cooperation between the official institutions and members of the community with the 

aim of sustaining the architectural heritage to preserve the identity of the city under occupation, 

it is weak and even almost nonexistent. 

Although there are a lot of individual initiatives.  There is no strategic plan to activate 

community participation in conservation processes and to benefit from the energies and efforts 

of community institutions.  

This means that there is a defect among the institutions in encouraging awareness and 

community participation and benefiting from it in the integration of efforts to preserve the Old 

City of Al Quds. Therefore, the importance and necessity of community awareness comes 

because the restoration and maintenance without awareness and community participation does 

not help to sustain the architectural and urban heritage in the old town of Al Quds. 
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The strategy of awareness of my community and its importance in maintaining the 

sustainability of the architectural heritage  

Members of the community can be encouraged to participate in the construction of architectural 

heritage by: 

Raising the social level of the population of historical areas through conservation projects;  

- Taking care of the technical staff specialized in preservation - forming a local technical team 

and training them from the same historical areas, especially in Al Quds.  

Supporting community projects to build outstanding architectural heritage through media 

support and regular exhibitions. 

 - Support the owners of heritage buildings through some privileges and let it be a grant or a 

soft loan to help them in the preservation processes, as well as exemption from real estate taxes 

on the building.  

- Increasing the community belonging to the architectural heritage and its historical 

surroundings through the various stages of education and the media, which helps to share the 

community and make it aware of the plans and projects of preservation. 

- Interest in community projects interested in heritage to systematically introduce and preserve 

architectural heritage.  

- Focusing attention mainly on the inhabitants of the old city of Al Quds and their participation 

to educate and train them and to consolidate the concept of sustainable preservation.  

Preserving the historical cultural character of the inhabitants of the old town, which is one of 

the most important principles of sustainability, as the projects are derived from the population 

residing in the historical area through the community participation of the population and its role 

in the sustainability of heritage.  

Community participation in awareness programs and sustainable protection of architectural 

heritage, maintenance and rehabilitation, within the framework of a strategy to sustain al Quds’s 

urban heritage.  

Community projects depend on the cooperation of the community to protect the architectural 

and urban heritage in coordination with local institutions specialized in heritage maintenance, 

through committees formed by local bodies such as committees (neighborhoods, cultural 

centers, management of archaeological sites) as the community is considered to have a role in 

the sustainability of architectural heritage. 

Community awareness is the main pillar for preserving Al Quds’s Old City by integrating the 

efforts of different institutions of society.  Activating the role of society in conservation 

processes to become part of the decision-making circle. It also aims to develop some solutions 

to the problems of preservation in Al Quds, which are: lack of funding, lack of awareness of the 

importance of architectural and urban heritage among some groups of society, as well as the 

availability of technical cadres specialized in conservation work. The Committee also 

contributes to the development of a strategic plan to preserve the Old City of Al Quds and stop 

the encroachments it is subjected to, to set priorities for work and to ensure that the possibilities 

are utilized and with the participation of civil society institutions. 

The preservation of the architectural identity of the ancient town of Al Quds is sustainable as 

the majority of society considered historic buildings as important symbols in the region and 

help them to link their roots to the past and provide them with a link between them and past 

communities and events. 
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 Community awareness achieves sustainability at the level of participation in activities related 

to historic buildings.  

 Educational programs, workshops and programs for the development of restoration skills and 

activities related to historic buildings need further support and development. 

There must be an integrated framework for the sustainability of architectural heritage through 

community awareness to ensure the maximum sustainability of the architectural heritage at its 

environmental, social and economic levels, and consider it one of the tributaries of economic 

and social development that reaps from the giving of society in a renewed way. 

Al Quds is rich in material and moral heritage, as it is the cradle of civilizations. Community 

awareness has a major role to play in the sustainability of the architectural heritage of the old 

town of Al Quds and a means to preserve the history and identity of the city in the face of the 

dangers it is exposed to. Community participation is an important factor in the success of the 

sustainability of architectural heritage with its investment in the efforts and energies of society 

as a part of its members and institutions, reducing costs and increasing the sustainability and 

suitability of conservation projects to the needs of the population.  

But there is a weakness in the community awareness of Al Quds and therefore the negative 

impact on the sustainability of the architectural heritage due to the conditions of the city in the 

preservation of the Old City and the following are the most important results: 

- There is no plan to activate community participation due to occupation, lack of financial 

resources available. This reduces the sustainability of architectural heritage.   

-Weak relations of communication and cooperation between official and community bodies. 

-Protection, community participation and urban compatibility are among the most important 

mechanisms for implementing sustainable development. 

- Weak budgets allocated to the awareness sector and heritage knowledge, so awareness 

activities are not continuous throughout the year. 

-Poor interest in the educational curriculum in the subject of heritage and its introduction and 

dissemination of heritage concepts among groups of society, based on all of the above, the study 

recommends: 

-Develop a strategic plan with the official authorities (for culture, education, tourism and 

antiquities) to involve the local community in decisions concerning the historical areas of Al 

Quds and to strengthen cooperation between community institutions to serve the architectural 

heritage. 

- Attention to developing community awareness and spreading awareness of the importance of 

preserving the urban heritage in the Old City of Al Quds through community participation 

where society plays a major role in the sustainability of heritage.  

- Attention to the comprehensive urban environment of historical buildings.  

-Supporting volunteerism in introducing heritage, especially young people and children.  

  - Consider awareness as an ongoing approach at all levels and in all events, in order to preserve 

the architectural heritage of Al Quds from change, especially with the rapid social and cultural 

changes, as well as to face the occupation. 

-Increased interest in heritage activities and events, especially awareness-raising for the 

community. 

-Work to participate in these events by increasing material and moral support for the private 

sector. 
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To encourage writing and blogging in the field of heritage, especially documenting the heritage 

and architectural history of the old town of Al Quds.  

-The need to promote security and political risks is one of the most important dimensions 

affecting sustainable development, especially in the unstable regions. 

Heritage should be regarded as a tool for development and the adoption of the principles of 

sustainable preservation as a solution to the problems of historic buildings and centers and to 

ensure the rights of current generations.  

The need to design a tool to assess the social impact of conservation on the social level: 

- Adopt non-traditional creative educational and training methods based on partnering with 

students to raise awareness among students and the community of al Quds’s architectural 

heritage.  

-Encouraging community projects to preserve architectural heritage. 

- Use social media to communicate heritage information, with a specialized team to follow up 

on these means and provide them continuously with information, data, photos and documents.   

- Allocation of channels for heritage awareness, so that they are educational, bring awareness 

and as a media at the same time. 
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