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Abstract: 

The pilgrimages were at their culmination during the middle ages, especially in the eleventh 

and the twelfth century. The cathedral of Compostela became one of the three most important 

churches in the Christian world alongside the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem and the Tomb of 

St. Peter in Rome. Jerusalem is considered the oldest of these holy places, which is why at the 

beginning of the middle ages when the Christian religion has spread, Christians began to go 

on pilgrimages in the form of crusades; one after the other. This occurred after Muslims had 

invaded Jerusalem in the eighth century AD and destroyed the Holy Shrine. 

As for St. Peter's cathedral, which contains the remains of Saints Peter and Paul, and the 

tombs of the early martyrs, the importance of its great pilgrimage in the Romanesque era 

decreased for a period of time due to repeated attacks from Germany on Rome in 1084. 

Consequently, the cathedral of Compostela in Galicia in northwestern Spain became the 

pilgrimage lighthouse during the Romanesque era. Also, the cathedral of Compostela has the 

remains of St. Yacoub Bin Zebedee, the apostle (known as St. James and also Santo. Iago), 

one of the disciples of the Christ, the patron of the poor and the protector saint of Spain.  

Many monasteries, cathedrals, churches and dioceses flourished along the four pilgrimage 

routes in France and Spain: Tolosana, Podensis, Limovicensis, and Turonensis. 

Research Problem: What is the importance the cathedral of Compostela and the importance 

of of St. Bin Zebedee? Are there cathedrals and churches on the four pilgrimage routes 

leading to this cathedral and each of them represents a pilgrimage church in itself? Do the 

general features of their architecture and arts differ between them? Does religion affect the 

architectural formulations of houses of worship? 

The research objectives: To define Saint Bin Zebedee, his preaching, his journey, his 

martyrdom and the transfer of his body. Also, to study the Cathedral and its importance as the 

largest building of the Romanesque churches in Spain and one of the largest cathedrals of 

Europe. To review the pilgrimage churches on the four roads, in particular St. Sernin, St. Foy, 

Le Puy, Pierre Moissac, La Madeleine, Lazarus, Martin and the other stations of the 

pilgrimage churches to reach Compostela. Then, comparing these churches with each other to 

indicate the similarities and differences among them. To describe and analyze the works of 

art, including architecture, sculpture, painting, small arts and remains to derive the general 

features of these arts. To identify the names and works of architects, sculptors and painters of 

those churches as well as art patrons including kings and princes in that period. To clarify the 

mutual influences and political, social, cultural, religious, climatic and environmental factors 

as well as their impact on Spain and France. To shed light on the worship of the remains of 

the saints, female saints and rituals of pilgrimage. Finally, to study the most important themes, 

symbols, icons, religious figures to confirm the impact of religion on various arts in the 

Romanesque era. 

The importance of the research: The study is an addition to the Arab library and can be 

useful to the target groups of scholars and students in this field in the faculty. 

Research Methodology: Historical, Descriptive ,Analytical and Comparative Methodology  
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