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Typhon
Typhon or Typhaon or Typhoeus. A vast and terrifying monster, the final challenger to the power of Zeus,
king of the gods.Typhon is said to have been a child of Hera alone, who was jealous when Zeus produced
Athena from his head. So Hera prayed to Gaya (Earth) for a son stronger than Zeus, striking the earth with
herhand, and Gaia heard and fulfilled her prayer. Hera in due course gave her monstrous offspring to be
reared by the snake Python. But according to Hesiod, Typhon was the son of Tartarusand Gaia. He had on
his shoulders a hundred fearsome snakeheads, all with black tongues flickering and eyes flashing fire, and
these heads were able to imitate every conceivable sound - the bellow of a great bull, the roar of a lion, the
baying of a pack of hounds, the hissing of serpents. He was born in the Corycian cave in Cilicia, in south-
eastern Asia Minor north of Cyprus. He was taller than all the mountains and his head touched the stars. If he
stretched out his arms, his one hand touched East and the other West, and instead of fingers he had a hundred
snakes' heads. His mouth shot forth flames, his body was winged, and from the thighs down he was a mass
of huge, coiling serpents. Typhon left behind him various monstrous offspring born of another monster,
Echidna, most of them a bane to mankind. The volcano on Mount Etna is also his legacy, for there his anger
pours forth in streams of fire as he struggles to free himself.
The battle of Zeus and Typhon:
In Hesiod’s version of their battle Zeus simply set Typhon on fire with his shower of thunderbolts: the whole
world shook in the fray, and Tartarus itself trembled. Then Zeus seized him and flung him down into the
depths of Tartarus, where he joined the imprisoned Titans. There the captive became the father of all the
winds that cause men harm, and that is why the word typhoon is derived from his name. It was also said that
during their great struggle the other gods fled in terror to Egypt, where, to disguise themselves from Typhon,
they assumed the shapes of animals: this was told in explanation of the animal forms with which the
Egyptians invested many of their gods. The Greeks identified Typhon with Set, the monster which pursued
Osiris. It was even supposed that Zeus accompanied this flight and disguised himself as a ram: this
accounted for the cult of Zeus Ammon (Amun) in the shape of that animal.
Typhon in Art:
Typhon has won great popularity is not limited to a specific area in Greece; where extended appearance of
Laconia in the south to Corinth, Attica and the settlement Khalkis city in southern Italy. Although he was not
a god he did not have a great temples or rituals devotional has appeared on all kinds of arts of pottery and
armor wars and even the sculptures in the temples. In ancient art Typhon tends, for practical reasons, to be
depicted with a single human head, and a winged human torso attached at the waist to one or two great
snakey coils.

Jenny Strauss Clay, Hesiod's Cosmos, (Cambridge 2003),24-25. - *
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Gisela Richter, A Handbook of Greek Art: A Survey of the Visual Arts of Ancient Greece,29,70, figs. 78-79. - 2
Richter, A Handbook of Greek Art, 212 -3
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Karl Schelfold, Gods and Heroes in Late Archaic Greek Art, (Cambridge 1992),54-55 .-

13



u.uA\AJ\ KX U}"ﬂ‘} EJLAaj\ z\jA.A

—igabally jilad) daild
tAgad) aalpall N
1982 el (g esall ¢ il bl i) phlid (gghynd Jand) ae —
tAial) aalal) (o0
- Beazley, J.D., The development of Attic Black Figure, revised edition, edited by Dietrich von
Bothmer and Mary B. Moore, Sather Classical Lectures, vol. 24, Berkeley, 1986.
— Carpenter, T.H., Art and Myth in Ancient Greece: A Handbook, London, 1991.
— Clay, Jenny Strauss, Hesiod's Cosmos, Cambridge, 2003.
— Fontenrose, Joseph Eddy, Python: A Study of Delphic Myth and its Origins, Berkeley, 1980.
- Griffin, Jasper, "Greek Myth and Hesiod," in John Boardman, Jasper Griffin and Oswyn Murray,
eds., The Oxford History of the Classical World, Oxford, 1986, 78—89.
- Grant, Michael, Myths of the Greeks and the Romans, London, 1989.
— Grimal, Pierre, ed., Larousse World Mythology, London, 1997.
- Hard, Robin, The Routledge Handbook of Greek Mythology, London and New York, 2004.
Richter, G.M.A., A Handbook of Greek Art, 7" edition, London and New York, 1974.
Rose, H.J., A Handbook of Greek Mythology, Including its extension to Rome, London, 2000.
Schefold, Karl, Gods and Heroes in Late Archaic Greek Art, Cambridge, 1992.
Sparkes, Brian A., Greek Pottery: An Introduction, New York, 1991.
Woodard, Roger D., 'Hesiod and Greek Myth," in Roger D. Woodard, ed., The Cambridge

Companion to Greek Mythology, Cambridge, 2009.
g SSIY) aBigal) ;G
— http//www.Lexicon Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae.

— —http://www.theoi.com/Gallery.

14


http://www.theoi.com/Gallery.
http://www.theoi.com/Gallery.

